
FAQ: How do I apply for a counselling placement with Compass. 
A: Applicants are invited to apply by sending in an email to confirm their interest and 
demonstrating that they meet all the criteria given below. We will then forward an 
application form for completion. Completed application forms will be held on file and when 
we have a vacancy, applicants will be invited for interview from which a candidate will be 
selected. It is important therefore that any potential candidates ensure their contact details 
are up to date and let us know if they no longer want to be considered for a placement with 
Compass.  
 

 
Criteria for eligibility to apply for a counselling placement with Compass. 

 
Recruitment is by a selection process. Before a student applies to Compass for a placement, 
we ask them to confirm that they meet the following criteria: 
 
The student  
 

• Must be studying on a Counselling/Psychotherapy training course that results in a 
recognised qualification at a minimum of Diploma level. The training must not be an 
online/ distance learning course and must include a significant placement element.  
We aim to take the majority of our trainees from BACP accredited training courses 
but will accept a smaller number from non - accredited counselling training where 
the course content and quality is comparable. 

 
• Must be a student member of BACP 

 
• Must be prepared to attend and fund in- house supervision with one of the Compass 

supervisors in accordance with BACP supervision guidelines. The current fee for 
placement supervision is £35.00 per hour  

 
• Placements will normally be for 3 client hours per week during office hours, Mon – 

Fri as Compass is not open at weekends. The placement will normally be for an 18-
month period. 

 
• Needs to be able to work with clients within a time limited framework (up to a 

maximum of 24 sessions).  
 

• Will have been assessed as fit to start on placement by the course tutor and provide 
evidence of this at interview. The successful candidate will then be asked to provide 
two references (one from course tutor) regarding their suitability for a placement 
with Compass.  An enhanced DBS is also required to be in place before the 
placement commences, provided via the training institution.  
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